
Fundaci—n Ciencia y Evoluci—n (FCyE), based in Santiago de Chile, is a non for 
profit foundation that promotes research, development, an d diffusion of scientific 
knowledge and culture, in particular, that which pert ains to evolutionary theory and 
its contemporary applications to the social sciences. Its statutes were approved by 
the Ministry of Justice in 2008, as is required by Chilean law. 

During 2009, FCyE organized and successfully produced a series of four 
international seminars in line with the world celebra tions of Darwin's bicentenary. 

Fundraising was endorsed by the Chilean Ministry for Education's Cultural 
Donations Law. In times of financial distress: USD $1.25m were raised through 7 
sponsors, 5 media partners and other private benefactors. 

World class speakers agreed to participate in this endeavour advertised as 
"REvolucionDarwin: why we are as we are". Among them evolutionary philosopher 
Daniel Dennet, cognitive psychologist Steven Pinker, British journalist Matt Ridley 
and novelist Ian McEwan. 

Medicine and Evolution (May 29th) opened the series with guest speakers 
Randolph Nesse and Paul Ewald and an audience of 792 people that proved the 
interest in evolutionary topics among Chileans. Two other thematic seminars 
Economics and Evolutionary Psychology (June 25th) and Moral and Politics (July 
27) preceded the two-day closing seminar The Intellectual Legacy of Darwin to the 
XXI Century (September 7-8) headlining eight international speakers. 

Media coverage and impact was wide and international. From leading newspapers 
in Chile to a special edition by Edge.org; live online followers grew from 2,377 
(May 29th) to 20,116 (Sept 7-8); attendance reached 2 ,209 at the closing seminar, 
30% aged between 21 and 25; and several south Americans travelling to 
participate. 

All and all, 16 of the world most renowned scholars, a t otal attendance of 6,000 in 
4 seminars that made a "unique experience" according to guest speaker Helena 
Cronin. 

Other 2009 activities included (i) the coproduction of La Traves’a de Darwin a four 
episodes series covering Darwin's days in Chile that aired nationwide, (ii) a 4 day 
trip to the Beagle Channel on board a Chilean Navy patrol ship with international 
speakers observing Darwin's footsteps in situ and (iii) bringing Lynn Margulis to 
speak on evolution to a local university. 

Our 2010 efforts will extend the aforementioned sciences, to the realms of art and 
culture, in order that Chile may recognize and appreciate this scientific knowledge 
as a national and cultural asset. 
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