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Why sex differences matter

ÅWhy sex differences?

ÅSex differences in humans

ÅTodayôs science, tomorrowôs agendas



Why sex differences?



Vervetsô choice of toys



Newbornsé

ÅGirls prefer human faces; boys prefer 

mechanical mobiles

ÅGirls cry more than boys when another 

baby cries



Sex differences

ÅNot recent, artificial, arbitrary

ÅToo early, reliable, cross-species, 

cross-cultural, over historical and 

evolutionary time

ÅEvolution



Why sex differences?

Reproductive investment

ïMales specialise in competing

ïFemales specialise in caring



Sex differences

Evolved differences:

Question is never:

óAre there evolved differences?ô

But:

óWhat do they look like in this species?ô



Sex differences

in humans



Sex differences

óOn averageô

Å not differences between individuals

Å differences between groupsé

Å é in distribution of characteristics

Å notóall men, no womenô (or vice versa)

Å overlapping curves



Cycling backwards while playing violin



World Beard and Moustache Championships



Extreme Ironing



Control panels:

Man, Woman


