Parallels between economics and
evolution

Or ¢ what happens when ideas
have sex



Blind order

"Every step and every
movement of the

"Natural selection, th
blind, unconscious

automatic process _ :
which Darwin P multitude, even Iin

discovered, and whichiht . what are termed enlightened

we now know is the explanation 29es, are made witkequal
for the existence and apparently Plindness to the future and

purposeful form of all life, has nghations stumble upon
purpose in mind. It has no mind establishments, which are indeed

and no mind's eye. It does not the result of human action, but
plan for the future. It has no not the execution of any human
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The Philosophers

"My studies consis
of AdamSmith
and Lock® &

Darwin, 9 Jan
1829, letter to
W.D.Fox




Adam Smith 1759:

The Theory of Moral Sentiments
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Charles Darwin 1859:
The Origin of Species
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Harriet Martineau

A "Erasmus knows her &
IS a very great admirer
& every body reads her
little books & if you
have a dull hour you
can, and then throw
them overboard, that
they may not take up
e 2dzNJ LINOA 2
(letter from his sisters)




Robert Malthus

A "In October 1838, that is, fifteen months after |
had begun my systematic inquiry, | happened to
read for amusement Malthus dRopulation and
being well prepared to appreciate the struggle fo -,
existence which everywhere goes on fromleng |
continued observation of the habits of animals &=
and plantsit at once struck me that under these s
circumstanceg$avourablevariations would tend to
be preserved, andnfavourableones to be
destroyed The results of this would be the
formation of a new species. Here, then | had at
last got a theory by which to work". Darwin,
autobiography, 1876




Cultural evolution

What | am not talking about today
A Culture as an instinet naturevsnurture

A Culture to reinforce or counter natural selectign
Social Darwinism and eugenics

A Geneculture ceevolutiong Dairy
What | am talking about

A Cultural evolutiorg natural selection among
ideas, tools, habits






